specialist tips, top tools and practical help

WEB DESIGN & HOSTING Q&A

Your questions answered by

professional experts. This issue:
the support team at Patchman Hosting
(www.patchman-hosting.co.uk)

I’ve been told that

WordPress is

designed for
blogging, and that other
tools, such as Joomla, are
better for building
websites. Should | stick
with WordPress for my site
or switch?

Barry Clark, via email

We suggest sticking with what
A you know. WordPress is not

only a great blogging tool but
also excellent for designing websites.
it’s fully customisable using powerful
paid-for and free plug-ins, and there
are some very impressive themes for
it. Joomla is better at community
driven websites and comes with
everything WordPress has to offer, but
the control panel is trickier to navigate
and you can easily get lost. Unless
there is a plug-in or feature in Joomla
that you can't get for WordPress, we
see no reason to change.
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What do the phrases
White Hat SEO and
Black Hat SEO mean?

Colin, Web User Forums

White Hat SEO (search-engine
A optimisation) is a legitimate

way to push your site up the
results pages. Black Hat SEQ involves
techniques that are deemed unethical.

In the past, people would use
hidden text to trick search engines
into thinking that words or phrases
appeared on a site. Link farms, spam
blog posts and keyword stuffing are
other Black Hat techniques.

You can legitimately improve your
site’s ranking by increasing the quality
of its content, so it’s more useful and
better written. Analyse your keywords
with Google’s Keyword Planner (bit.ly/
keyword328), which helps you select
keywords for your site and audience.
Google Webmaster Tools (bit.ly/
wmtools328) can monitor your
website and check that it’s healthy.
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* Email us your website building questions at webuser@dennis.co.uk |3



